	About the Musical “Ode: Intimations”
The Vision
Imagine a world premiere taking place in the U.S. of a new Musical that is a truly international event! Written and composed by an American composer, based on a poem by a British poet, to be performed by a multinational cast of more than 25 performers plus children, all accompanied by a multinational orchestra.
This is the vision of the composer, Don Orfeo. He sees this as an opportunity to use his musical setting of this poem as a means of expressing his love and appreciation for China.
“Ode: Intimations of Immortality” is an hour-long Musical setting of British poet William Wordsworth’s poem of that same name.
Background
Don Rechtman, a U.S. citizen from Madison, Wisconsin, composed a piano/vocal setting of the poem and had it performed in 2002 in Boulder, Colorado USA. Last year he decided to complete the orchestration while in China, and has hopes it can soon have a fully staged premiere performance.
Why Wordsworth’s “Ode”?
There are four reasons for a performance of this work:
1. It is an international concept project. It is British-styled music based on a British poet's poem; it was composed by a U.S. citizen when he was residing in Shenzhen; and it is anticipated that it will be performed in English (with Chinese subtitles displayed) by both native and foreign performers. Thus it would improve relations between China, English speaking countries, and the rest of the world.
2. It parallels the Chinese concept of gender equality as described in Articles 48 and 49 of the Chinese Constitution. Although the poem centers around an eight-year-old boy, the girl holds an equal status.
3. It cerebrates generosity and kindness. While it also acknowledges the troubling aspects of life, the emphasis is on joy, family, and love.
4. It honors elders and ancestors. The cycle of life within the realm of nature speaks highly of the wisdom of the past, and is even Daoist in its perspective.

Anticipated Performance Requirements
There is a quartet of lead singing roles; a chorus of 20 is anticipated, for a total of 24 adult performers on stage. An eight-year-old boy is central to the story and is briefly matched with a girl his age. Other children participate in the action without singing. Two pairs of ballet dancers participate in a pas de deux; additional non-singing people optionally dressed in traditional ethnic costumes from various countries join the ensemble for the final verse. A small orchestra of up to 30 performers is also called for.
Set design is simple: A large tree is stage right; a maypole is stage left. Costumes for the singers will suggest light and dark. The children will wear common clothing.
International Outreach
In addition to funding from local, state and national cultural departments, external resources will be given the opportunity to contribute in return for visibility as participating sponsors. Wordsworth and especially this poem is well known throughout the English-speaking world, and his works have been translated into multiple languages including Chinese. A successful production may have the option of offering performances in other nations. As the music and poem are royalty-free, it is even possible for another nation to share the world premiere with their own performance simultaneously taking place during a local world premiere!
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