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[Mother Earth [soprano] approaches the Boy from US, and sings as if creating the action that ensues.]

Ode: Intimations of Immortality by Don “Orfeo” Rechtman (2024) 
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[The Mother (Alto solo) enters with her entourage, and carries the high stool. Before she sings, she assists the Boy to sit upon it, as the Philosopher did.]
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Intimations of Immortality — Verse X
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[The Mother carresses the Boy during her words, as a mother would comfort her child.]
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[The stage darkens; the Alto and Boy move to center downstage. He sits and she stands, both facing US to view the slides. A series of 13 chimes (as of a 

clock), each corresponding to 13 pictures projected on a false scrim. The pictures start with a newborn in its mother's arms, then crawling, then walking, 

and so on through the stages of life. The next to last picture is the person on his deathbed; the last picture is another newborn. Each picture "jumps out" 

at the sound of the chime, then gradually fades before the next picture appears.]
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